June 1st, 2003
Hi Gavin

I have just read your e-mail. Thanks for the additional bank info. But not good news to hear about the traffic accident. Glad you are OK. There is not much one can do, unfortunately, when an accident happens as you described. I hope the truck can be fixed OK and brought back to its original state. Sometimes accident damage cannot always be repaired. I remember the accident involving my Hillman Avenger (the car we had at CU when you were young and we were down in Residence 11; though the accident happened before I came to the university). The front suspension on one side was not repaired properly and after a while (i.e. after the repair warranty had expired!) would go right down to its base with a thump every time the car went over a bump. 


Not too much to write about this week. You will have heard about the plane crash in Turkey while it was trying to land in which Spanish peacekeepers were killed on their return from Afghanistan to Spain. Terrible tragedy! The plane was a Russian ‘Yak’ model. Russian planes are not as safe as Western ones. Also, did you hear about the big earthquake in Japan. This was of about the same magnitude as the recent earthquake in Algeria. But no-one was killed in the Japan ‘quake compared with about 2000 for that in Algeria. 


Last thursday, May 29th was the 50th anniversary of the first ascent of Mount Everest. I sent a BBC website article to Leonie and Nadine about it. I did not send it to you as you have said in the past that you use a friend’s computer and don’t want to spend too much time on it. (Actually, I think I might still send it, and you can decide whether you want to open the website or not). There were special festivities in Nepal, and Hillary was the guest of honour. He was made an honorary citizen of the country, the first one to be given to a foreigner. Also, there were some interesting documentaries about Everest this past week on TV. The Discovery channel had a documentary each night though only two were about Everest. The others were repeats of ascents of other mountains such as Mt McKinley (Alaska) and K-2 (Pakistan). 


Also saw on TV that Bob Hope had his 100th birthday on Thursday. Snippets of his jokes were also given. It is all slapstick humour but usually very funny. He was born in London but his family emigrated to the US when he was aged five. He was a big hit with US forces during WWII, unlike the movie actor John Wayne, who was actually booed off an island in the Pacific at one stage during the war. 


Water temperatures in the pool creeping up a bit, but still tolerable. More people using the pool now that summer is here, but I am still able to swim my lengths with little interference. In the gym, my 12-minute jogs on the treadmill (twice a week) have slowly been getting faster. I am now back to doing 3 km in the 12 minutes, which is where I was when you were here last year. This is a speed of 15 kph which is a 2 hr 48 min pace for a marathon! So, still not really that fast. 


A bit of a lull in Rugby at the moment. There is a 7s tournament in London this coming weekend. The first test for the All Blacks is against England on the 14th. The All Black squad was announced last Monday for the next 3 tests. Many new faces, mainly people who have done well in the Super 12s. Not included were Christian Cullen, Andrew Mehrtens and Jonah Lomu. Cullen and Mehrtens were not so impressive in the Super 12s and Lomu is out because his kidney problem had flared up again. Cullen, however, is included in the NZ Maori squad; apparently he has some Maori blood on one side of his family, though you wouldn’t guess so by looking at him. This All Black squad is not the one for the World Cup which will be announced later after the tri-nations tests have been completed. 


I have just looked at the calendar and realise there is a public holiday on Wednesday. I am not sure what it is for. Might be the dragon boat festival. There will probably be no overseas teams in the competitions this year because of the SARS epidemic. Although the WHO travel advisory has been lifted, overseas teams would not have enough time to get ready for the races. I forgot to mention that many hotels have been hit hard by SARS. At one stage, the Peninsula Hotel had only 9 of its 300 rooms occupied! And Cathay Pacific’s bookings were down by about 60%. Tourist groups from China will be allowed back into HK starting this week. 


There is a chap staying here that I have seen on many occasions but we only spoke to each other for the first time this past week. He is from Christchurch and told we that he had been teaching at Burnside High School for 15 years. I was nearly going to say that I had taught there but then decided not to. 


I guess that’s about it for now. 

Cheers, 

Dad
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